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TAGS: SNAR, GW. WB 

SUBJECT: EMBASSY QUERY RE: NARCONON 
REF: BONN 6273 

1. NARCONON (NOT AN ACRONYM) IS A PRIVATE ORGANIZATION 
BASED IN LOS ANGELES WHICH HAS OUTPATIENT AND RESIDENTIAL 
TREATMENT PROGRAMS FOR DRUG ADDICTS, FORMER ADDICTS AND 
EX-CONVICTS IN CALIFORNIA. DELAWARE AND OTHER STATES. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE TREATMENT APPROACHES AND 
TECHNIQUES USED BY NARCONON IN THEIR PROGRAM CAN BE 
OBTAINED DIRECTLY FROM THE NARCONON ORGANIZATION. 

2. THE DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION ORGANIZATIONS IN THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT (THE SPECIAL ACTION OFFICE FOR DRUG ABUSE 
PREVENTION AND THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE) 
NORMALLY DO NOT MAKE JUDGMENTS ON OR PROVIDE OPINIONS 
ABOUT DRUG ABUSE TREATMENT GROUPS. THE MANY ORGANIZATIONS 
IN THE UNITED STATES USE NUMEROUS DIFFERENT APPROACHES IN 
THEIR PROGRAMS. UNLESS THEY ARE RECEIVING DIRECT FEDERAL 
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ARE UNDER NO REQUIREMENT TO REPORT, BE EVALUATED, OR 
AUDITED. SINCE NARCONON IS A DRUG-FREE THERAPEUTIC 
COMMUNITY PROGRAM AND DOES NOT DISPENSE METHADONE FOR 
MAINTENANCE PURPOSES, IT DOES NOT COME UNDER THE LICENSING 
AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR METHADONE MAINTENANCE 
PROGRAMS. SINCE IT HAS NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY FEDERAL 
DRUG ABUSE AGENCIES, LITTLE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE 
CONCERNING NARCONON EXCEPT THAT WHICH NARCONON ITSELF 
PROVIDES. KISSINGER 
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